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Health: is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-
being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity.

* Preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization 
as adopted by the International Health Conference, New York, 
19-22 June 1946.

Dr. Henry Kempe was a pediatrician and the first in the medical 
community to identify and recognize child abuse. In 1962, Dr. 
Kempe and Dr. Brandt F. Steele published the paper, "The 
Battered Child Syndrome.“ Publishing this paper led to the 
identification and recognition of child abuse by the medical 
community.

WHO definition of Health 



CRC endorsed on 1989

Article 1: “every human being below the age of 18 years unless, 
under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier.” 

Article 19: “all forms of physical or mental violence, injury and 
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or 
exploitation, including sexual abuse.” 

Definition of Violence Against Children
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)



ISPCAN compared definitions of abuse from 58 countries and 
found some commonality in what was considered abusive. In 
1999, the WHO Consultation on Child Abuse Prevention drafted 
the following definition:

‘‘Child abuse or maltreatment constitutes all forms of physical 
and/or emotional ill-treatment, sexual abuse, neglect or 
negligent treatment or commercial or other exploitation, 
resulting in actual or potential harm to the child’s health, 
survival, development or dignity in the context of a relationship 
of responsibility, trust or power.’’

Definition of Violence Against Children
The International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (ISPCAN)





Violence: The intentional use of physical force 
or power, threatened or actual, against 
oneself, another person, or against a group or 
community, that either results in or has a high 
likelihood of resulting in injury, death, 
psychological harm, mal-development or 
deprivation.

Definition of Violence Against Children 
WHO 2002





Violence against Children: the intentional use 
of physical force or power, threatened or 
actual, against a child, by an individual or 
group, that either results in or has a high 
likelihood of resulting in actual or potential 
harm to the child’s health, survival, 
development or dignity.

Definition of Violence Against Children 
UNSVAC 2006



Psychological violence: Any form of insults 
(name-calling, ignoring, isolation, rejection, 
threats, emotional indifference and 
marginalization) that can be harmful to a 
child’s psychological development and well-
being. *Standard definitions are lacking.

Definition of Violence Against Children 
UNSVAC 2006



Definition of Violence Against Children 
UNSVAC 2006

Neglect: The failure of parents or carers to 
meet a child’s physical and emotional needs 
when they have the means, knowledge and 
access to services to do so; or failure to 
protect her or him from exposure to danger.

Related Forms:
Abandonment
Dangerous, harmful or hazardous work
Deprivation
State neglect



Physical violence: Physical violence is the 
intentional use of physical force against a child 
that either results in or has a high likelihood of 
resulting in harm to the child’s health, 
survival, development or dignity.

Related Forms:
Corporal Punishment (disciplining children)
Judicial use of Physical Punishment
Torture
Extra-judicial executions

Definition of Violence Against Children 
UNSVAC 2006



Definition of Violence Against Children 
UNSVAC 2006

Sexual violence: is any sexual act, attempt to 
obtain a sexual act, or other act directed 
against a person’s sexuality using coercion, by 
any person regardless of their relationship to 
the victim, in any setting.

Related Forms: 
Sexual harassment, 
child pornography, 
child prostitution, 
child trafficking, 
SV related to wars,

slavery
early marriage, 
virginity testing, 
honor killing, 
female genital mutilation.



UNVAC
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Violence in the home and 
family: 

Includes infanticide, 
physical, psychological and 
sexual violence



Violence in schools and 
education settings: 

This includes violent and 
humiliating discipline, 
physical, emotional, and 
sexual violence and 
harassment, and bullying in 
special schools (including 
military schools) and 
mainstream schools.



Violence in institutions:

Includes violence in 
alternative care situations 
such as orphanages, foster 
and other care homes, 
NGO shelters, and 
institutions for disabled 
children and young people. 



Violence in work situations: 

Includes children in 
domestic work, trafficking 
(for forced labor and sexual 
exploitation), commercial 
sexual exploitation, 
(includes sex tourism), and 
child labor in hazardous 
conditions. 



Violence in the community 
and on the streets: 

Including children in 
conflict with the law, gang 
violence and children and 
young people involved in 
organized crime, and "war" 
situations. Also includes 
private security guards, 
death squads and 
vigilantes, as well as 
harmful traditional 
practices. 



Summery of findings of UNSVAC 2006

1. No violence against children is justifiable; 
2. all violence against children is preventable
3. Despite data limitations…

a) A global problem
b) Hidden, unreported and under-recorded
c) Societal acceptance
d) Lack of reporting mechanisms and data 
e) Multifaceted response needed: human rights, 

public health, child protection



Recommendations of UNSVAC 2006

1. Strengthening of national and local commitment
2. Prohibition of violence against children
3. Prevention
4. Promotion of non-violence/awareness raising
5. Capacity building
6. Recovery and social reintegration services
7. Active involvement of children
8. Accessible and child-friendly reporting systems 

and services
9. Accountability and an end to impunity
10. Address the gender dimension of violence
11. Improve systematic data collection and 

monitoring
12. Strengthen international commitment


